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Android	notifications	are	great,	but	they’re	not	perfect.	The	way	that	some	notifications	pop	up	on	the	screen	can	be	annoying,	especially	if	they’re	not	important.	Thankfully,	you	can	stop	this	from	happening.	The	bad	news	is	that	there’s	no	way	to	turn	off	pop-up	notifications	all	at	once.	You’ll	have	to	do	it	individually	by	app.	The	process	is	easy,
though,	so	if	you	do	it	every	time	an	annoying	notification	comes	in,	you’ll	have	things	cleaned	up	in	no	time.	First,	swipe	down	from	the	top	of	your	device’s	screen	(once	or	twice,	depending	on	your	phone	or	tablet’s	manufacturer)	and	tap	the	gear	icon	to	open	the	Settings	menu.	Next,	select	“Apps	&	Notifications.”	Tap	“See	All	[Number]	Apps”	for
the	full	list	of	installed	apps.	Find	the	app	that’s	giving	you	annoying	pop-up	notifications.	Now,	select	“Notifications.”	Here,	you’ll	see	all	of	the	different	Notification	Channels	for	the	app.	Unfortunately,	you’ll	have	to	go	into	each	channel	separately	to	turn	off	pop-up	notifications.	Select	one	to	get	started.	Next,	look	for	“Pop	On	Screen”	and	toggle	it
off.	Repeat	this	process	for	any	app	as	well	as	the	Notification	Channels	you’d	like	to	stop	popping	up.	From	now	on,	when	a	notification	arrives,	the	icon	will	only	appear	in	the	notification	bar.	No	pop-ups	will	get	in	your	way.	RELATED:	What	Are	Android	Notification	Channels?	By	Chad	Buleen	i	Hemera	Technologies/Photos.com/Getty	Images	Like
other	Windows	operating	systems,	Microsoft	Windows	Vista	features	settings	that	can	help	users	manage	what	to	do	with	pop-ups.	Pop-ups	are	small	web	browsers	that	often	appear	when	you	open	up	a	new	web	page.	While	pop-ups	sometimes	include	relevant	content	to	what	you	are	viewing,	pop-ups	often	feature	advertisements.	Because	pop-ups
can	be	an	annoyance,	Vista	allows	users	to	easily	block	them.	If	you	want	to	view	pop-ups,	you	can	change	the	pop-up	blocker	settings.	Click	on	the	"Start"	button	at	the	bottom	of	the	Vista	desktop	home	screen	and	then	click	on	the	"Internet	Explorer"	icon.	Click	the	"Tools"	menu	header	at	the	top	of	the	page.	A	menu	will	appear	just	below	"Tools"
that	includes	the	"Pop-up	Blocker"	menu	item.	Click	on	"Pop-up	Blocker."	Click	on	"Turn	On	Pop-up	Blocker."	Vista	will	now	block	pop-ups	when	they	attempt	to	appear.	pixinoo/Shutterstock.com	Google	Chrome	does	a	great	job	at	blocking	pop-up	windows	out	of	the	box,	but	sometimes	it	prevents	them	even	if	you’re	expecting	one	from	a	trusted	site.
Here’s	how	you	can	take	control	and	allow	or	block	pop-ups	in	Chrome.	By	default,	Google	Chrome	disables	pop-ups	automatically	in	the	browser;	something	easily	overlooked	because	that’s	how	the	internet	should	be	presented.	Not	all	pop-up	windows	are	malicious	or	invasive.	Some	websites	use	them	for	legitimate	reasons.	How	to	Allow	Pop-Ups
From	a	Specific	Site	When	Chrome	blocks	a	pop-up	from	a	website,	it	displays	an	icon	with	a	red	X	in	the	corner	of	the	Omnibox.	If	you	suspect	this	is	an	error	and	want	to	see	pop-ups	from	this	website,	click	on	the	icon	to	see	site-specific	options,	select	“Always	Allow	Pop-ups	and	Redirects”	and	then	click	“Done.”	After	you	click	“Done,”	refresh	the
page	to	save	your	choice	and	see	any	intended	pop-ups	on	this	website.	Alternatively,	if	you	just	want	to	see	a	pop-up	one	time,	click	the	blue	link	in	this	window	and	you’ll	be	redirected	to	the	pop-up	that	was	initially	blocked.	RELATED:	How	to	Make	Chrome	Stop	Offering	to	Save	Credit	Card	Data	How	to	Block	Pop-ups	from	a	Specific	Site	Chrome
does	a	great	job	at	blocking	a	majority	of	pop-ups,	but	sometimes	a	pop-up	squeaks	through—or	you	accidentally	click	“Allow”	instead	of	“Block”—and	makes	its	way	onto	your	screen.	To	explicitly	block	a	website	from	showing	pop-ups,	you	can	add	it	to	Chrome’s	block	list.	Click	the	menu	icon,	and	then	click	on	“Settings.”	Alternatively,	you	can	type
chrome://settings/	into	the	Omnibox	to	go	directly	there.	Next,	select	“Security	and	Privacy”	from	the	sidebar.	Locate	the	Security	and	Privacy	section	and	choose	the	“Site	Settings”	option.	Scroll	down	in	the	list	of	settings	and	then	click	the	“Pop-ups	and	Redirects”	option.	For	a	website	that	you’ve	accidentally	added	to	the	Allow	list,	you	can
promptly	revoke	its	permissions	to	have	Chrome	start	blocking	its	pop-ups	again.	Otherwise,	you	will	have	to	add	the	problematic	URL	to	the	block	list	manually.	We’ll	take	you	through	both	cases	below.	Under	the	Allow	heading,	find	the	problematic	website,	click	More	(three	dots),	then	click	“Block.”	This	moves	the	URL	from	the	Allow	list	to	the
Blocked	list.	If	the	site	isn’t	listed	under	either	heading,	click	the	“Add”	button	to	the	right	of	the	“Block”	heading.	In	the	prompt	that	opens,	type	the	URL	of	the	website	you	want	to	block	and	then	click	“Add.”	Note:	When	providing	the	web	address,	if	you	want	to	block	all	pop-ups	across	the	whole	site,	use	the	[*.]	prefix	to	catch	all	subdomains	from
the	website.	The	web	address	and	all	of	its	subdomains	are	now	under	the	“Block”	list,	and	Chrome	should	handle	any	future	pop-up	requests	from	this	site.	How	to	Allow	All	Pop-ups	Globally	allowing	pop-ups	isn’t	recommended,	as	they	can	be	intrusive	and	annoying,	but	if	for	some	reason	you	need	to	allow	every	site	to	display	pop-ups,	this	is	how
you	can	bypass	Chrome	pop-up	blocker.	If	you	need	to	let	a	specific	website	to	show	them,	you	should	add	it	to	the	“Allow”	list	mentioned	in	the	method	above	first.	Open	Chrome	and	head	back	to	Settings	>	Site	Settings	>	Pop-ups	and	Redirects,	or	type	chrome://settings/content/popups	into	the	Omnibox	and	hit	Enter.	At	the	top,	select	“Sites	can
send	pop-ups	and	use	redirects.”	By	Eric	Summers	i	internet	image	by	Jean-Michel	POUGET	from	Fotolia.com	Internet	pop-ups	can	be	an	annoying	distraction	when	you	are	trying	to	read	your	favorite	website	or	play	an	online	game.	Not	only	can	they	be	a	nuisance,	they	can	also	tie	up	valuable	system	resources	and	if	the	pop-up	was	not	coded
properly,	it	may	cause	your	browser	or	even	your	entire	computer	to	freeze.	Luckily	all	of	the	major	Internet	browsers	offer	some	form	of	pop-up	blocking.	Once	you	activate	the	blocking	feature,	then	the	Web	pages	you	visit	will	no	longer	be	allowed	to	display	pop-up	windows	unless	you	give	them	permission.	Click	on	"Tools,"	then	select	"Options,"
then	select	the	"Content"	tab.	Locate	the	"Block	pop-up	windows"	option	and	make	sure	that	it	is	checked	if	you	wish	to	block	all	pop-ups	by	default.	Click	on	the	"Exceptions"	button	if	there	are	sites	that	you	frequent	that	legitimately	use	pop-up	boxes	that	you	want	to	enable.	You	can	also	visit	the	sites	and	Firefox	will	remind	you	that	pop-ups	are
blocked	and	give	you	the	option	to	restore	pop-up	functionality	for	that	particular	site.	Click	on	"Tools,"	then	select	the	"Pop-up	Blocker"	menu	item.	Verify	that	the	first	option	says	"Turn	off	pop-up	blocker."	If	it	does	not,	then	click	on	that	menu	option	and	the	pop-up	blocker	will	be	turned	on.	Click	on	"Tools,"	then	select	the	"Pop-up	Blocker"	menu
item,	then	select	"Pop-Up	Blocker	Settings."	If	you	have	a	website	that	uses	Internet	pop-ups	for	legitimate	reasons,	add	them	to	the	list	of	exceptions	here.	Locate	the	"Notifications	and	blocking	level"	portion	of	the	screen	and	enable	or	disable	the	playing	of	a	sound	when	a	pop-up	is	blocked.	Select	the	level	of	automatic	pop-up	blocking	that	you
wish	to	use,	then	click	on	"Close."	Click	on	the	wrench	icon	in	the	upper	left	corner	of	the	screen,	select	"Options"	from	the	drop-down	menu,	then	select	the	"Under	the	Hood"	tab	and	click	on	the	"Content	Settings..."	button.	Click	on	the	"Pop-ups"	tab	and	select	"Do	not	allow	any	sites	to	show	pop-ups	(recommended)"	to	turn	off	all	pop-up	windows.
Click	on	the	"Exceptions"	button	to	access	the	exceptions	screen.	If	you	have	a	site	that	you	want	to	allow	to	show	pop-ups,	click	on	the	"Add"	button	and	then	input	the	name	of	the	site	to	add	it	to	the	exceptions	list.	By	WilliamHanz	i	Comstock	Images/Comstock/Getty	Images	Pop-under	advertisements	that	are	initiated	by	websites	that	you	visit	can
be	blocked	from	your	web	browser.	Changing	the	settings	in	your	web	browser	to	block	pop-under	ads	will	also	prevent	pop-up	ads	from	displaying.	Pop-unders	can	only	be	blocked	using	your	web	browser	if	they	are	opened	by	web	sites	that	you	visit.	Pop-under	advertisements	that	pop	as	a	result	of	adware	installed	on	your	computer	must	be
removed	from	the	system	using	an	adware	or	spyware	removal	program.	Open	the	Google	Chrome	browser	from	your	Windows	desktop.	Click	the	blue	wrench-shaped	icon	in	the	upper	right-hand	corner	of	the	browser.	Choose	"Options"	from	the	menu	that	appears	underneath	the	wrench	icon.	Click	the	"Under	the	Hood"	label	in	the	Google	Chrome
Options	window.	Click	"Content	settings..."	underneath	the	"Privacy"	heading.	Click	the	"Pop-ups"	tab.	Left	click	the	bubble	next	to	the	text	that	reads,	"Do	not	allow	any	site	to	show	pop-ups."	Click	"Close."	Pop-under	and	pop-up	ads	will	now	be	blocked	in	Chrome.	Launch	Mozilla	Firefox	from	your	computer's	desktop	or	"Start"	menu.	Left	click	on
the	"Tools"	button	located	on	the	menu	bar	towards	the	top	of	the	Firefox	window.	Select	"Options"	from	the	drop-down	menu	that	appears.	Left	click	on	the	"Content"	icon	near	the	top	of	the	window	that	opens.	Click	the	empty	box	next	to	"Block	Popup	Windows"	to	place	a	check	mark	in	it.	Click	"OK"	at	the	bottom	of	the	"Options"	window.	Restart
Firefox	by	closing	the	browser	and	opening	it	back	up.	Pop-up	and	pop-under	ads	will	now	be	blocked	automatically.	Start	the	Safari	browser	from	your	computer's	desktop.	Click	"Safari"	in	the	left	corner	of	the	menu	bar	(next	to	the	Apple	icon).	Move	your	cursor	to	highlight	the	"Block	Pop-Up	Windows"	option	in	the	menu.	Click	on	"Block	Pop-Up
Windows"	to	place	a	check	mark	next	to	the	text.	Restart	the	Safari	browser.	Both	pop-under	and	pop-up	ads	will	now	be	blocked	by	Safari.	Open	Internet	Explorer	from	the	Windows	desktop.	Click	on	the	button	labeled	"Tools"	underneath	the	address	bar.	Scroll	over	the	"Pop-up	Blocker"	button	to	highlight	it	in	the	menu	that	appears.	Left	click	"Turn
on	Pop-up	Blocker"	in	the	small	menu	that	displays	to	the	right.	Click	"Yes"	when	the	prompt	asking	if	you	are	sure	that	you	would	like	to	turn	on	the	Internet	Explorer	Pop-up	Blocker	appears.	Internet	Explorer	will	now	block	pop-ups	and	pop-unders	initiated	by	websites.	Double	click	on	the	Opera	icon	on	your	desktop	to	open	the	browser.	Single
click	on	the	"Tools"	button	located	on	the	Opera	menu	bar.	Select	"Quick	preferences"	in	the	window	that	is	opened.	Choose	"Block	all	pop-ups"	from	the	list	of	available	options.	Click	the	"OK"	button	to	save	the	pop-up	blocker	settings.	Close	any	Opera	windows	that	are	open	on	your	computer.	Reopen	Opera	and	the	settings	blocking	pop-unders	and
pop-ups	will	take	effect.
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